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LU T7 
To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 


LORD NOR TH: 


Attempting to ſhew 


The CAUSES and the REMEDIES 
OF FRE 


High Price of PROVISIONS, 
upon a New Plan. 


| $i quid noviſti rectius iſtis, 
Candidus imperti ; ſi non, his utere mecum. 
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Printed for W. BRown, the Corner of Eſſex· ſtreet, in 
| the Strand. 
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My 1 Lonp, 


4 8 your abilities, veür kde 
and public ſtation point you 
out as the fitteſt perſon to pro- 
vide "relief in the high price of com- 
mon proviſions; ſo there ſeems to be a 
e expectation of this fervice at 
| | B your 


E 
your hands. You can certainly engage 
in none, which will diſtinguiſh your 
adminiftration with greater honour, 
more indear you to mankind, or reward 
your labours with truer ſatisfaction 
For it is a work, my Lord, of Uni- 
verſal Charity and 1 join | 
reformation, becauſe ' the ſequel of this 
Letter will endeavour to ſhew that it is 
eſſential to the relief. The taſk is dif- 
ficult in itſelf, and has been made ſtill 


more fo, by many miſtaken notions of | 
the cauſes, and as many inadequate | + 
or impracticable propoſitions of remedy. .. 


But moſt alarming is the evil, when we 
ſee the Legiſlature, as if in deſpondeney 
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of. of reſources, defer the conſideration of c 
11 it till another ſeſſion, and in the mean 5 
4 time cancel at one ſtroke the whole] b 
11 ſeries of laws, which the wiſdom of | ſe 
8 our anceſtors had from time to time - tc 

. eftabliſhed for the regulation of the 11 

markets. I lament the occaſion, hut al 


5 ; applaud 


1 
applaud the policy of the repeal, that 


is, confidered as a momentary expe- 


dient only for the ſervice of the Capital, 
and proceeding upon the firm inten- 
tion of enacting new laws, upon the 
good principles of the old ones, and 
more able to cope with every new ſpe- 


cies of abuſe, with which fraud and | 


fineſſe have corrupted commerce. 


Every day calls more and more * re- 
dreſs; and we are now entering u pon win- 
ter wich very inſufficient ſtores, as dear- 


bought experience will ſoon convince. 


The hand of ride ond ex- 


ceedingly bountiful in the harveſt of laſt 
year, yet ſome baneful influence rob- 


bed us of the blefling— Corn was ſtill 


ſcarce and dear.— It has pleaſed Heaven 


to diſappoint the hopeful proſpect of 
the preſent year (in the North eſpeci- 
ally) by inceſſant rains, inſomuch that 

2 not 


161 


not one helf of the crop is fit aer 
for bread or Heer: 1603 


It is Within my c own knonledes, to 


declare that great quantities of old malt * 
have been bought for re-ſale at forty- 
3 eight ſhillings the quarter, and ſold to p 
iu the ana at file wo. 0 2 | 8 
= Wheat in he ſame markets ſells at 80 
nr nine ſhillings the buſhel; and the far. = 
. mer parts with it unwillingly, hug- 4 
. ging himſelf in the hopes of à better 8 
+4 price It needs not the pains of calcu- 
"ll lation to ſhew, that beer in its ſeveral F* 
4 kinds, which is eonſidered as à ſtindard | © 
4 article, both as to meaſure and value, 4 
„ and is not to be vafied without great of 
. N diſtraction, cannot be honeſtly made 
. and delivered out by the brewer at the | _ 
* uſual rates And what will become of | © 


Britiſn valour, if this ſource of it is - 
N Why, r. Lord, it will be en- = 
| ceedingly - py 


1 1 


eeedingly bold againſt the King and bis 
Miniſters —whom public clamour is 


always ready to arraign for every mis- 


fortune. Four . Lordſhip will, never- 
thelefs, go on, like the great Apolthe, 
through good report, and eil report, 
in a faithful diſcharge of the duties of 
your high commiſſion ; — Vou will Con- 
deſcend, from your exalted rank, to ac. 
quaint yourfelf with che oeconomies of 


private Hfe, in order to confult its caſe 


and convenience; and liſken to every 


author, though obſcure as mylelf, who 


offers you ſchemes for the public good. 


In this EY Fn I ſhall adn 
to inveſtigate. the cauſes. of the preſent 
diſtreſs, and to intimate ſome. of the 
means of remedy - but I would firſt 


propofe to your Lordſhip, or whoever 


employs their thoughts on this ſubject, 
one queſtion to be fettled, as moſt eſ· 


ee to the enquiry, and the very 
4 foundation 


1 23 
foundation of any permanEnit and effec- ” 
tual laws: © 2937] 3 


Does England, in the common run 
| of years, produce proviſions enough for 
the ſupport of its inhabitants or not? In 

the one caſe we muſt ſeek aſſiſtance from 
abroad, in the other from a reform at 
home. Every writer who names this 
Ifland ſpeaks of its ſuperabundance; and 
its fertility is commonly thought to be 
dr and its people to decreaſe. 


q 


It is 'my full perſuaſion i in — 8. 
that ſcarcity and dearneſs (except in the 
article of corn at the preſent juncture) 
is not chargeable to the want of pro- 
dudtion; ; 

Aſh Lord, 12 was an addive and ob- 
frond man five and twenty years ago, 
when the great mortality befel our cat- 
tle; 5 and I date from that period an ex- 
geebnet bl 


tie] 


traordinary revolution in . price of 


proviſions. 


Every thing before was too cheap, 
to pay the farmer for his labour, and 
the landlord his rent, and in fact the 
leſſer tenants were the moſt indigent 
people in this kingdom Never was 
the paradoxical adage w nuov vi- 
more verified than by the event; for 


the remaining ftock was more valuable 
than the whole, and I have heard num 


bers of farmers attribute their fortunes 
to this calamity—Bur as the condition 
of the farmer improved, and a higher 


average price of proviſions | ſeemed to 


be eſtabliſhed, the landlord impoſed a 


greater rent; and the advance through 
the kingdom has been ſo large and fo 
general. for the Jaſt twenty years, that 
we may. fairly reckon it at twenty five 
per cent, —It is ſeldom computed at ſo 
"wy 

10. B 4 When 


[ 10 . 
When we add to this burden on 1 


ber the many new and increaſed taxes 


together with every purchaſed article 


of his conſumption” at a dearer rate 
his. work men ſervants, and labourers 
wages, amgubpting, in the whole to at leaſt 
five per cent. more his inereaſed rent 
wall ſtand at thirty per cent. Be it more 
or leſs, it is certainly very conſiderable, 

and in the firſt, .. demonſtratively 
operates in its proportion in adrancing 
the provines ef 15 Em. % oil 


Tha mats. of 3 buſ- 


bandry are frequently mentioned as a 
counter- balance to the rack of rents. 


J am afraid they conſiſt more in theory 


than in general uſe; and that the bene- 


fit ariſing from them is more than ex- 


ceeded . by the expenſive faſhion of 


living, 3 al en oak ropes: have 


aſſumed: .. 


N , $ I ** & 91 
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The ability of our goed Mother- 
country to nouriſh her children, is ſo 
evident to me, that I think ſhe could 
maintain twice the number of induſtri- 
aus and ſober inhabitants; but alas! 
my Lord, the generality of our Bre- 
thren are of a different character. 
She has many millions of prodigal fons, 
to waſte. her ſubſtance. They are not 
reduced as yet to feed upon huſks; but, 
my Lord, too much of that ſtaff of 
5 bfe the corn of this country, 18 —_ 
os not But." 90 
The lil EY the 3 pour it 

forth: in oceans, for the purpoſes of de- 
bility and deſtruction; and it is plain to 
me, for: I have made the calculation, 
that the fober man, who drinks but hin 
two pots af Porter a day, conſumes ſix 
times as much corn in his liquor as he 
would uſe i in i bread, though he eat little 
ele. 


What 


22 J 


What immenſe 3 of corn are 
in the next place devoted to the ſervice 
of the ſtables, the demand there being 
vaſtly enlarged, not only by the in- 
creaſed number of horſes, but as the 
Jehu faſhion of travelling requires a 
greater allowance to ſupport their vi- 
gour under ſo violent an exertion.— A 
horſe at full keep eats as much corn per 
week as ſixteen men, that is, about 
two buſhels; and a full-mouthed pack 
of fox-hounds, with a handſome ſuite 
of | horſes, devours the bread of five 
hundred people. — When the quantity of 
corn conſumed in theſe ſeveral ways is 

computed, how little remaine, perhaps 
not more than the tithe, for the food of 
man! and yet that little is robbed in its 
preparation of bread, even for the poor, 
of near one fifth part of its ſubſtance, to 
make it more ſpecious and leſs whole- 
ſome. For brown, or even houſhold 


bread, Is ſeldom ſeen but at the tables 
of 


[13 ] 
of the great, to gratify fqueamiſh 1 
petites N . 


Bread is not dy enhanced in its 
price by theſe means, but is made ſtill 


dearer; and much debaſed in its quality, 
fince the diſuſe of making it at home, 


and the almoſt univerſal cuſtom in the 
country, as well as in the towns, of re- 
ceiving it through the hands of the 


flourman and the baker; the former, 


who is an Ingroſſer by profeſſion, having 
firſt bought a ſtock of corn on as good 


terms as he can, employs himſelf 1 IN the 


next place to raiſe the price of it, ſome- 
times bidding, as this writer has been 
a witneſs, more than the farmer aſks him 
in the market. The baker, when fur- 
niſhed with his griſt by the flourman, 
practiſes all the arts of adulteration, in 
which bean-meal, plaiſter, whiting, and 
alum, arc the uſual ingredients. 72120 


The 
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The labouren and mechanic, who 


wiſhes for his corn in xhe grain, and to 
bake it at home, knows neither where to 
buy nor to grind it; he muſt uſe bakers 
bread, or have none. The trades I have 
been deſcribing of che baker and flour- 


man are extremely inconvenient and 


pernicious; and nothing but a law for 
ſupplying the markets with eorn, to be 


fold out in ſmall quantities, can deliver 


the poor from the miſchief. Ae (cheap 
and capable mills were eonſtructed, for 
the uſe of private families and little 
neighbourhoods, and opened by noble- 
men and gentlemen on as eftates, on 

rous terms, the abuſes I have laft 


amd would be removed from the poor, 
and the reſt of us ſhould know what 1 * 


+ we eat in a the form of bread. 


The invention 19 i worthy off a 1 


premium; and I have reaſon to believe, 


from ſome experiments that have been 


made, | 


(as). 


Wade an apparatus for the purpoſe 
= be 00 to a good e 


1 1 not e on this part of the 
ſubject; for though there are many other 
cauſes contributing to the ſcarcity and 

dearneſs of corn, yet theſe which are 


enumerated are quite ſufficient,. when 


united in their operation, to produce 
the effects. _ when I freaks of corn 


© #4. 


ado 46 —— or 1 i faved in 


one ſpecies of it, lo much more, ar ſo 
much les, will be: produced. another. 


1 proceed, J's your Lende 
tience, to obſerve upon the cafe f 
butchers medt. And as many of the 
ſame cauſes awhich affect the ' ptice of 
corn, partieulafly high ; rents, extrava- 
gant living, unceaſonable,profits ; and, 
above all, the iniquities of, ingroſſigg 

2 and 
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and regrating, are applicable to this and 
many other items of proviſions, I deſire 
to refer to them ſeverally, without re- 
er ES. Oro: 


The dairy buſineſs has ſenrcely been 
remarked upon by writers on this ſub- 
JeR, and yet it is an object which claims 
a principal attention, as it already occu- 
pies a great proportion of our lands, and 
is extending itſelf over more. One chief 
production 'of it, which is butter, ſhould 
meet with every diſcouragement that 
can be given it, not only as the laſt of 
all neceffaries, if it muſt be called one, 
but as moſt unwholeſome when uſed in 

exceſs; and this commodity is nearly 
b e — ite conſumption within a few | 
| 1 verily believe nearly 
one wart ops f it is ſpent in the morning 
and evening repaſts of the vulgar tea- 
table, and need ſay no more in the ex- 
*Ecraton of 1 it. 1 8 


C27. |] 


As to cheeſe, it is a very uſeful vic- 


tual, to reliſh a good meal, to eke out 
a ſcanty one, or furniſh a haſty dinner 
to the poor; beſides, it wants no cookery, 


and will keep for many years. The 


preſent high price of it is owing, in ad- 

dition to the general cauſes, to the en- 
larged exportation of late years into the 

northern climates. 


Another miſchief of the dairy buſi- 
neſs, eſpecially of the butter dairies, is 
the decreaſe it occaſions in the breed 
of cattle; for this kind of dairyman 
finds it turn to his better account to 


ſlaughter the calves produced in the ſpring 


(which is the general ſeaſon of fecun- 

dity) than to rear them for ſtore; ſome 

of ft beſt are fattened by the ſuckler, 
the reſt periſh at a few 4 old. The 

dairies in the ſouth are ſupplied with 

freſh. ſtock, as it is wanted, from diſtant 
counties; ; 


dounties; Fe — ox, ball, or cow, 
4s reared * them. 2 


Fee next to oblotuty that 2 canz -- 


ſumption of fleſh meat is much greater 


than formerly, and that the Iower claſs 


of people are not only more carnivorous, 
but more delicate! in their taſte. In- 


ſtead of a general ſlaughter at the fall 
of the leaf, which ue to be the prac- 


tice, and preſerving it for winter uſe, 


every body now requires it freſh and fat 


throughout the ycar; and "whoever is 
acquainted with winter feeding; at the 
rate which corn and oil-cake' now bear, 
will fearcely. undertake to furniſh beef 


In the ſpring at eight-pence che pound; 


indeed the winter feeder will never count 


u profit, unleſs he mearly doubles the 


autumnal price: The charitable aſſo- 


ciations which were; formed laſt: winter 
in London, for accommodating che poor 
with ene and were — 


19 ] | 

in their | intentions, right probably 
ſucceed better in their plan, by buying 
and ſelling beef at this ſeaſon, when it 
is at the loweſt, and diſtributing it 
thtough the winter monts. 


mY have now done with general te- 
marks; and have only a word or two 


to ſay upon the caſe of the two great 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, as 


diſtiogaifhed from other places: in 


them, as We muſt naturally expect, ex- 
travagance, diſſipation, and precarious 
eredit on the one hand; extortion, com- 


I bination, fraud, and adventure on the 


other; feign in their full perfection, and 
of conſequence all the miſchiefs I have 


been fpeaking of are more predominant. 


The tepeating act of laſt ſeſſion 
(mentioned already) deſcribes them as 
ſubject to the abſolute dominion of 
ingroſſers and regrators. It is hoped Par- 
8 * liament, 


— — - * 
EPP e 


lle 
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liament, ſo ſenſible as it is of this, will 
take immediate care to correct the 


. abuſe. 


The grazier, as Iam well informed, 


ſeldom finds any other advantage i In the 


Smithfield- market than a certain ſale 


and ready money: the price of live 
cattle at an average is rather leſs there 


than in the diſtant countries, and yet 
meat in the retail is about thirty per 


cent. dearer.---In other things, ſuch as 


| herbs, fruits, poultry, faſh, &c. the 
exaction is ſtill greater, and the different 
price betwixt the firſt hand they go 
through and the laſt often exceeds an 
hundred per cent. There is another 
moſt pitiable cauſe of dearneſs and diſ- 


treſs in theſe cities; I mean, the long 


credit taken with tradeſmen, too often 
long as till Doomſday and we daily 


ſee 3 in full buſineſs failing at 
| "-.-» we 


= 44 


EA 1 


L [1 a+: Þ 


the Weſt end of 26 town---with many 
E names in their Books. | 73 


I have, my Lord: in theſe pages, pre- 


ſented you with a long catalogue of 


grievances; but I bring no flaming re- 


monſtrance along with them.—- They are 


the works of our own hands; : and the 
prayer of my petition to your Lord- 
ſhip is, to fave us, if poſſible, from 
Funes down ruin on ourſelves. 


N 


1 el in the fetting out, the 
difficulty of he talk, and that many 


inadequate and ' impradticable propofals 
had been made on the ſubject. We 
muſt account all methods to be ſuch, 

that would directly infringe the cönſti- 


tution of this country, and rather ſuffer 
the inconveniences of liberty than curb 


it too hard. The ſpirit of the times 
runs very high, and muſt be delicately 
treated but no times would ever ſub- 

0 2 mit 


endo, 


{=} 


mit to the rule of Legal Commiſſaries, | 


to apportion, our farmers, to ſettle aur 
rents, to preſcribe the courſe of our 


| huſhandry, OT ſtamp a price upon dur 
property; and as vainly weuld laws pre- 


tend to arreſt the Phaeton or the Fox- 


hunter in the midſt” of his career, or, 
daſh the goblet from the mouth of the 


Sat. It is, my Lord, the gradual and 


filent operation of wholeſame refor- 


matory inſtitutions, digeſted into good 


laws, which muſt W the 


- 
£ - 
* 
4 * Y 


They are the FR hi means 
to veſtote plenty; and plenty once re- 
ſtoted, cheapnels and WN will 
follow of courſe. 5 


Foreigners are apt wat, we have = 
a bad police.No, my Lord, we are 
in a worſe condition —-we have a * 


ode, * 


Its = 


T7 


Its foundations are excellent, and 


the ableſt politicians cannot rebuild up- 
on bettet. This people in paſt ages were 


religious, honeſt, ſober, und modeſt; 
and our ſtatute books, Which ' ate the 


beft hiſtorians in this matter, ihfortii 


us of the diſcipline which made them 


ſo—we ſhall there read of proper 661. 
rection provided for every bad citizen. 
The Sabbath breaker, the traveller or 
trader on Sunday, the abſenter from the 


worſhip” of God, the profane; the bla 


phemet, the ingroſſer, the foreſtaller, 
the regrator, the diſorderly publiean, 
the tippling euſtomer, che negligent 
parent or maſter, the wieked and un- 
dutiful child, ſervant, of apprentice, 
the gameſtet, the lewd and idle, &e. 
&c. in ſhott every evil-doer, was called 


to x ſtrid account. I Will not expa. 


tiate on the mortifying conttaſt Which 


publie example 


of the conſequences with horror; and 


C 3 8 one 


— — — „ ——_— CA g 


e now exhibits.” I chin 


[ 24 ] 


wad of the leaſt of them is, chat, unleſs | 
ſome check is given to looſe and profli- 

gate manners, we ſhall ſoon. be. —.— 

both to peace and plenty -I mean from 
natural cauſes only, for the judg : 1 
ments of an avenging God. are not 


eſteemed a — ob; en Alber 
Hens ooo to bot 
0 Nor * I: 8 to (mol your 4 
Lordſhip | from topics of religion: | "8 
know you reverence; it in your heart, . 


and exemplify it in your practice; and 
ſurely; wherever honoun or piety, or a | 8a 
| ſenſe of decency, are felt in the ſoul, 
they | muſt all be violated, ; to ſee. our 
Sabbaths turned i into Bacchanalian feaſts, 
and the Holy Faith, which we - juſtly 
| boaſt of, as profeſſed in its greateſt pu- 
rity ſcandalized by enormities unknown 
in all other civilized; nations, whether 
baku * nn Jev wiſh or Gentile, 


nd ww v4 


* 
nt 
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—A ſtranger, my Lord, "Whether nal; 


ling upon our roads, or ſpeculating i in our 


cities, might well imagine Sunday to be 


the Grand Feſtival of Satan—though 


the revel is continued through the 
whole week. Iam leading your thoughts 
to the public houſes opened for the 
purpoſes of lewdneſs and debauchery, _ 
or, which is the ſame thing, ſubje& to 
no actual viſitation to controul them 
And I have now named the greateſt 
nuſance that infeſts this land; for the 


whole family of Diſeaſe, Villainy, Beg- 
gary, and Famine, are engendered there 


—'The governouts, for the moſt part, 


are the roaring ſons and daughters of 


Licentiouſneſs, and their houſes the 


aves of Innocence, the ſchools of 


Thieves—and the ſlaughter. houſes for 
the Gallows.—N othing that has been 


mentioned has a more immediate con- 


nection with the inquiry in hand 
5 . and 


. 


5 and when the | ueſtion comes tQ this, 
| * ſhall the drunkard have his yowit— 
or the poor his bread ?” Can it aſk, a mo- 


menit's confideratiop with a wiſe and 


good government how to decide it— 
thou 0 half the revenue was the pur- 
chaſe. The man who ſtands before 
kings muſt one day ſtand in the pre- 
fence of his Maker; and he: will be 
found a traitor to them both, and as 
unwiſe as he is impious, who makes 
public vice neceſſary ta the ſuppart of 


me throne, 


It is a real zeal which glows in theſe 
paragraphs, unmeaning any petſonal ap- 
plications, and leaſt of all to your 
Y orddhip : I have far other ſentiments 
towards you: but I humbly hope and 
conceive, that reyenue may be repaired 
in its Toſs, by other taxes of à more ſalu- 
tary and haneft nature, 1 7 85 


From 


bleſs the 3 it, far mulcting the 
treſpaſſer on his fields.z and every regu» 


1 
From my own experience as an ald 


magiſtrate I will venture to augurate, 
that, if theſe petty, and miſchievous 


baunts of idleneſs. were ſuppreſſed, the 
ſubſtantial and creditable 
tinuing to be licenſed, would gladly 


CON» 


compenſate for the Ramp-duties at leaf 


And the further diminution might in 


lone meaſure inn _ 


vants, 
wapts.—The transfer from one Oje 


to the other would he a meaſure ex- 


tremely popular The farmer 3 


lar inhabitant, for n _ 5 his 
neighbourhood. 27 | 


Whether the difiilieries ſhould be in- 
rely ſtopped, or only limited in re- 
1 to com nobody can properly 2-4 

bt 


ah 
2 — 


— . . LR rwacomonmectoocamummn toner ee 


— 
* 


EY 4 


bs . — 
” 


—_— 


1 2 

1 a perfect knowledge « of the 
condition of this year's' crop - perhaps 
it will be better to allow the damaged 
part of it for this ' uſe, provided it is 
firſt ſurveyed, and condemned as fit for 
vo other, than expoſe more 'uſeful ma- 
cerials'to/i'this conſuming fire;==The 
mention of a ſurvey ſuggeſts the idea 
of a general one to be made through 
the kingdom, by the agency of the 
magiſtrates, and their appointed officers, 
bf the whole ſtock of corn, both old 
and new; and of a power to be given 
them by ac of parliament to call it 
forth to market, in due proportion, till 
another year; truſting to Providence, 
and to our univerſal commerce, for a 
timely repleniſhment. ROOD 21 


No hardſhips or commotion, that I 


bebe, en . Wis ſtep; and it 
T would 


- 4 


1482 
„ 


1 
would be equally. popular with the 
former. If it be found feaſible, 1 little 
doubt che ſucceſs. 


The very F aria upon 
ſuch a ſcrutiny would make the fur- 
ther proſecution of it partly unneceſſary, 
as it would quicken the perſons poſſeſſed 

of large hoards, in threſhing them out 
for ſale, and convert Avarice itſelf i into 
an e os; AIRY 


Beſides, my Lat. it would convince 
the reaſonable part of mankind, I had 
almoſt faid the very populace, that Go- 
vernment has net that inattention to 
their wants, which they are apt to lay 
to its charge. It may alſo happily 

reſtrain their hands, in the day of their 
calamity, from violence and ſpoliation, 
rad! n n * mou it wes 

afl: eels 


[9] 
| feels in rigorous. ſeverities 
xinſardble: — Seer N 


It is now too late to augment * crop 


of wheat in the ground by the ordi- 


nary way of huſbandry: but as every 


ſupply of another year, it is worth 
while to obſerve, that this grain, ſown 
in February or March, upon the lighiter 
wheat-lands, has been found, upon ſome 
late trials, to bear a good mw and 
_ in due time. W 


7 hat 1 am going to s 71 in the 
| conchifion expoſes my weakneſs' more 
than any thing before, it is a weakneſt 
am not aſhamed of. The poor de- 
ſpiſed Jew abjures pork and gender 
The fiarving ' Frenchman, at certain 
times, rejecta every favory - morſel-— 
Rave tempted the * of them both, 
n and 


apaint the 


* Ven ſhould be employed for the 


a . . ———_ 4 hone BA 


Fl 
od. 4. P a | 0” 


1 
and: 


they will not eat. And ſhall the 


Engliſhman alone, fick and ſurfeited 


with repletion, for ever ſacrifice to his 


belly as his God? and will he not, for 


one or two days in a week, be contented 
with a luxurious faſt, and allow a Car- 
nival to the 


poor? Yes, my Lord, 


he will de and fuffer any thing, when 
animated by Great example, and in- 
ſpired by a Public cauſe; and whether 


you ſmile at my Gimplicity, or not, I am 


ſerious in the thought, that with due 
promotion, and in charity to the poor, 


much the greater part of the full-fed 


families of this kingdom would rejoice |, 


in two days abſtinence in the week, 
both above and below ſtairs whether 
propoſed to common conſent, or enaQted 


by a law. 


1 beg pardon for the freedom and 


* of this letter; and if it is happy 


enou gh 
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